
Candidate Information 

November 2014 Board of Education Election 

 

 

There are four seats on the Fennville Public Schools Board of Education being contested in the 

November 2014 election.  Two of the seats will be for six-year terms and two of the seats will be 

for four-year terms. 

 

Candidates for Six-Year Terms (2 seats available) 

 

Bernie Garlock 

Mr. Bernie Garlock graduated from Fennville High School in 1997.  He has two children 

attending Fennville Public Schools, and has volunteered for the Girls on the Run program, as 

well as with softball and baseball.  He also is serving on the FPS Reproductive Health Advisory 

Board.  His background is in the management and technical field, and he is interested in running 

for the Board of Education to support the staff and students as well as the Fennville community. 

 

Tobias Hutchins 

Mr. Tobias Hutchins has been a lifelong resident of the Fennville School District.  He graduated 

from Fennville High School in 2011 and is planning to graduate in the spring from Grand Valley 

State University where he is double-majoring in Public & Nonprofit Administration and Political 

Science, with a minor in Music. 

 

John Raak 

Mr. John Raak was elected to the Board of Education in 2009 and is currently serving as a Board 

Trustee.  He was born and raised in Fennville and is employed with FBN, Inc. in their sales 

department.  He attended MSU and has an associate’s degree in horticulture.  Mr. Raak and his 

wife, Cris, have been married for 22 years and have three children.  Both he and his wife are very 

active with the Fennville Public Schools in many different roles.  

 

 

Candidates for Four-Year Terms (2 seats available) 

 

Julio Almanza 

Mr. Julio Almanza was appointed to the Board of Education in 2013 and is currently serving as a 

Board Trustee.  He is a 1987 graduate of Fennville High School, and is married with three 

children (one of whom graduated from Fennville in 2014 and two who are currently enrolled in 

the Fennville schools).  Mr. Almanza has lived in Fennville since the age of 11.  His parents 

were migrant workers until 1980, at which time they decided to stay in Michigan and work in the 

mushroom factory.  He also worked there part-time throughout high school.  Following high 

school graduation, Mr. Almanza attended Texas A&M at Kingsville and is currently employed in 

the engineering department with the Kent County Road Commission. 

 

Juliet Michele 

Juliet Michele is a proud parent of two little Blackhawks.  She graduated from Troy Athens High 

School in 1996, and then attended college in New York City where she earned her Bachelor’s 

Degree in Fine Art with a major in Graphic Design.  She has lived in Fennville for 11 years and 

loves the community.  She believes that our schools are the heart of our community and feels 

compelled to help support the students and staff in any way that she can. 


